Request for Proposals
IVETA Annual Conference –Nashville, Tennessee, USA, November 18, 2009
IVETA invites the submission of proposals for presentation on the theme of “Using Information Technologies to Deliver TVET” for its annual conference on Wednesday, November 18, 2009 in Nashville, Tennessee, USA. TVET is used to include VET and CTE. The annual conference is being held in conjunction with the annual IVETA membership meeting and the ACTE Convention, which is being held from November 19-21, 2009 in Nashville (https://www.acteonline.org/convention). 
Information Communication Technologies (ICT) is an umbrella term used to include all technologies used to manipulate and communicate information. It includes a wide variety of computing hardware, personal hardware, the full gamut of application software, online software services, and the Internet. With our working world being permeated with ICTs, it seems logical that TVET training should include some training in ICT. An advantage of ICTs is that they can expedite and facilitate the management and delivery of various kinds of information and data. ICTs offer multiple learning pathways and widespread access to TVET, breaking down some of the barriers caused by distance and travel time and cost. The role of ICT in the design and delivery of technical vocational education and training has been expanding rapidly in both developed and developing countries. 
Submission of papers is being sought on one or more of the following topics:

· Improving TVET Instruction with ICT:  What are some of the best practices for successfully using ICT ? Is ICT effective in teaching knowledge, skills, and positive worker behaviors? In assessing student achievement? Does it motivate students to learn challenging tasks?
· Major ICT Challenges, Costs, and Benefits? How to overcome the cost of equipment, software, lack of skilled teachers, connectivity, security and other issues? What type of timelines are reasonable for equipment and software acquisition and teacher training?
· ICT Best Practices in TVET: What government policies are being used/should be used to successfully promote use of ICT? What is working well? What lessons have been learned? What doesn’t work? What are some guidelines for successful implementation?
· Maintaining Instructional Quality with ICT: What are the specific challenges to maintaining high quality instruction when ICT approaches are used? Can skill and worker behavior performance be assessed in a quality manner? What techniques are working well? 
There is no doubt about ICT having arrived in many countries. IVETA believes that ICT has a very important role to play in all types of TVET and other workforce development.  Potential presenters are urged to identify and provide information on: (a) successful best practices, (a) ways of meeting the cost and other challenges, and (c) the many benefits that ICT has to offer.  Evidence of the outcomes and impact of existing and proposed policies and programs should be provided if possible. 
Deadlines for submissions of proposals, papers, and presentations:

· July 15th , submissions of abstracts and resumes of presenters
· July 30th, selection and notification of presenters
· October 1st , complete papers in electronic MS Word format, and presentations (electronic MS Power Point format required).  Copies of materials will be made available to all participants on CDs.

IVETA Contact person:

Dr. Robert E. Norton, 2009 IVETA Annual Conference Chair

Electronic mail contact (preferred) norton.1@osu.edu, phone 614-292-8481, fax 614-292-1260
